LEXINGTON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

PLFE 670 FIELD EDUCATION JOURNAL

Social Ministry Leadership

Two entries per semester

(Weeks 4 and 8)
Student's Name __________________________________________________________

 

Total cumulative hours ______ spent in ministry site through ____________(date).

Total contacts with supervisor through _____________ (date)

Total contacts with lay committee thorough _______________ (date)

 

**Summary of Experiences from _____________ through _______________________.

 

**Summary of Experiences (during time specified above) Please list -- bulleted form is fine -- some of the tasks undertaken during this time frame (e.g., prepared sermons, created youth group program, taught church school, had two funerals, made hospital calls, planned youth Sunday, went on service trip, etc.)

  

1.    The EVENT, with a focus on social ministry leadership (phenomenology) - A brief description of what happened written without commentary or analysis. -- Who, What, When, Where -- (e.g., attended board meeting.  Present were x number of long-time church members plus x number of new members.  Focus of meeting was on committee reports, plans for new construction, problem with neighbors parking their semi in the church parking lot.. Exploration focused on…..) 

 

2.
ANALYSIS and INTERPRETATION of the event (hermeneutic) - A detailed discussion of the event incorporating key concepts and theories from past or present seminary related course work and reading assignments.  Which theories of human behavior helped make sense of the problems presented to you?   Which theories guided your response?  What theological issues, if any, were present? (This is your assessment of the event.  What happened and why? What did you do?  Remember to ALWAYS include reference to a theory/ theories that guided your assessment and/or intervention)

a)
Tell about the event/interactions/work being done. 
b)
Use at least one paragraph to identify and explore an issue of social ministry that is present in the encounter. 
c)
Use at least one paragraph to apply a concept from a course at the Seminary that shows you understand the issue and how that theory and course relate to this situation. 

d)
Use at least one paragraph to interpret this event or issue theologically, identifying and applying an appropriate theological theme. 

e)
Use at least one paragraph to interpret this event or issue using aesthetic resources.
3.
SELF REFLECTION – Read the paragraph about the event.  What did you feel as a response to this experience? Use the formula: “I felt ____ when ____ happened, because _____.“   (e.g., I felt anxious at the meeting when no one spoke to me because I am used to having people welcome me and respond well to me. Or I felt impotent when I attended the social outreach meeting because I have no experience in African-American or Latino/a or Anglo faith communities. Or I felt grateful and powerful when I helped her with her grieving because I was finally able to be a ministering person.  Or I felt angry when he corrected me because he reminds me of my father.) Scared? Frustrated? Angry? Pleased? Attracted? Repulsed? Something else? What did the situation or person do that elicited this feeling? Evaluate why you think you felt this way. Has there been a person or circumstance in your life similar to the one that elicited your feelings?  Were you responding to the client or to the person or circumstance from your past?  What might you do to be aware of the influence of your past while remaining focused in the present and the needs of your client

4.
GUIDED REFLECTION – Meet with your field education supervisor to process each of the three log entries that you will do this semester.

