A Litany of Commissioning

Leader: (Student name), with the help of God and in the company of God’s people, will 
you accept your position as a place of ministry? 

Will you enter with silence, that you might hear the whisper of God’s voice 

among the voices of the people where you learn?

Will you continue with openness, that you might develop a conversation 

between what you study here and your experience in ministry?


Will you go out with hope, that you might recognize the world’s deep need 

and become a thoughtful, guiding presence in the name of the Christ?

(Student name): I will, with the help of God and these spiritual companions.

(Seminary Representative): Good people of (_______)  Christian Church, with the help of 


God in the company of God’s people, 

will you accept (student name) in a spirit of learning?


Will you welcome and guide her/him, as Jesus welcomed and guided the disciples?


Will you acknowledge your own wrestling, that you might model what it 

means to live a call to minister with hope in the midst of uncertainty?


Will you go out with hope, recognizing the world’s deep need and becoming 

a thoughtful, guiding presence in the name of the Christ? 

Congregation: I will, with the help of God and these spiritual companions.

Leader:  Will the Seminary, with the help of God in the company of God’s people, 

accept this ministry as places of learning?

Will you foster the love of learning and the desire for God?

Will you convey to a new generation of leaders, the ability to think and respond 

theologically to situations and relationships?

Will you go out with hope, recognizing the world’s deep need and becoming 

a thoughtful, guiding presence in the name of the Christ?

Seminary Representative: We will, with the help of God and these spiritual companions.

Let us pray.

UNISON:

Gracious, loving, and mending God, we give thanks for your call to each of us to be ministering persons. We ask for your guidance as we are entrusted with growing lives. Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and minds to understand what it means to study, to think, and to be present in your name. We ask your blessings on those who teach, those who nurture, those who learn, that each of us will savor your presence and build up your body. Grant us hope as we recognize the world’s deep need. Grant us courage that we might become a thoughtful, guiding presence in the name of the Christ. We pray. Amen.

