Disability and Spirituality Resources
Comprehensive

Web

http://www.aaiddreligion.org/resources

Resources put out by the Religion & Spirituality Division of the AAIDD- including Cooperative Resource Exhibit, Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health, On the Road to Congregational Inclusion, Publications by Members, and Links to Other Resources.

http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=1563

This links to the national organization on disability’s program for disability and religion. Resources include the religion and disability program e-newsletter, accessible congregations campaign, various print publications, conferences, interfaith directory of religious leaders with disabilities, seminary project, and congregations who care, prepare project. 

http://www.larcheusa.org/

L'Arche Communities, founded by Jean Vanier in France in 1964, bring together people, some with developmental disabilities and some without, who choose to share their lives by living together in faith-based communities. The mission of L’Arche is to create homes where faithful relationships based on forgiveness and celebration are nurtured, to reveal the unique value and vocation of each person, and to change society by choosing to live relationships in community as a sign of hope and love.

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cshad/

The center for spirituality, health and disability at the University of Aberdeen has a dual focus on the relationship between spirituality, health and healing and the significance of the spiritual dimension for contemporary healthcare practices, and the theology of disability. The center aims to enable academics, researchers, practitioners and educators to work together to develop innovative and creative research projects and teaching initiatives

http://www.faithability.org/

This website links to various resources on disability and religion. 

http://www.religionanddisability.org/

The Center for Religion and Disability, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) educational organization.  Their primary focus areas include education and research about graduate theological education, people with disabilities and the total learning environment, building community supports, strategic planning and consultation. The Center for Religion and Disability, Inc. provides innovative education, consultation and research about people with disabilities and their families.

http://www.nafim.org/quarterly.php?section=publication&cat=quarterly

This website allows users to order monthly articles on Disability and Spirituality 
for only $1 each. 

http://www.loc.gov/nls/reference/circulars/bibles.html

This site gives links for finding bibles and other sacred texts in special media- including Braille, audio, and large print.

http://thechp.syr.edu/spirituality.html

This links to a resource packet on Disability, Spirituality, and healing. Documents include Changing Attitudes, Creating Awareness, Victim Theology, syllabus used for a seminary course, hand-outs for courses, retreats, and lectures, and Disability Awareness: An Empowering Ministry. 

http://www.ncpd.org/

The National Catholic Partnership with disability is the disability voice of the U.S. Catholic Bishops.  NCPD was established in 1982 to further implementation of the 1978 Pastoral Statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops on People with Disabilities, which calls for full inclusion of all persons with disabilities in the Church and in society–a vision they are still working urgently to achieve.  The website includes a newsletter, various information resources, and presents Catholic perspectives on disability issues. 

http://www.blhs.org/resources/ncrc.asp

Part of Bethesda Lutheran Homes & Services, NCRC provides resources to families of children with disabilities, pastors, volunteers and other professionals in the field of developmental disabilities throughout the world. NCRC holds workshops, responds to telephone inquiries, and offers a wide variety of other programs and services.

http://www.ou.org/ncsy/njcd/default.htm

This is the website for the National Jewish Council for the Disabled, an orthodox organization that maintains a national resource center, a national center for inclusion, and "mainstreamed" and self-contained social and recreational activities.
http://www.joniandfriends.org/

This organization’s mission is to accelerate Christian ministry in the disability community. Its website includes information about the organization and its programs, a geographical directory of churches and organizations with disability ministries, plus a very nicely organized collection of disability links.

http://www.liftdisabilitynetwork.org/

Lift Disability network includes a family network, learning network, and ministry network for the families and providers of individuals with disabilities. Its efforts are combined with the Christian Council on Persons with Disabilities, and they are associated with over 200 organizations across the country. 

http://members.aol.com/jesna/spedcon.htm

This website, for the Consortium of Special Educators in Central Agencies for Jewish Education, offers some resources for Jewish special education. As expressed in its name, the Consortium was developed to strengthen special education through central agencies for Jewish education, and to provide a context in which communities' special educators can build a professional network. 
http://www.cjsn.org/Home.asp

The Council for Jews with special needs is a non-profit human resources agency, composed of concerned individuals working together to ensure that all Jews have the opportunity to fully participate in the richness of Jewish religious, cultural, and social life. The website includes information about the organization and its services. There are also related articles and links.

Articles

Boswell, B. B., Knight, S., Hamer, M., & McChesney, J. (2001). Disability and spirituality: a reciprocal relationship with implications for the rehabilitation process. Journal of Rehabilitation. 
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Byzek, J. (2000, November/December). Jesus and the paralytic, the blind and the lame: A Sermon. The Ragged Edge.


Link: http://www.ragged-edge-mag.com/1100/1100cft1.htm

Description: This article urges Christians to help stop the oppression people with disabilities face. The author gives some examples of inappropriate ways Christians respond to Jesus’ healings in the bible (e.g. pwd are there solely to show Jesus’ glory, if they had the faith of a mustard seed they would be healed) and contrasts them with interpretations from a more disability-friendly stance. 

Chambers, S. (2003). The man upstairs. Mouth, 13 (5), 22-23. 

Link: http://www.mouthmag.com/issues/75/75_pp3.html
Coddington, J. H. (2003). Child of the king. Mouth, 13 (5), 20-21.

Link: http://www.mouthmag.com/issues/75/75_pp3.html
Cooper-Dowda, R. (2003). Please don't cure me, I'm already healed. Mouth, 13 (5), 26-28. 

Link: http://www.mouthmag.com/issues/75/75_pp3.html
Gaventa, W. (2005). A place for all of me and all of us: Rekindling the spirit in services and supports. Mental Retardation, 43, 48-54. 

Link: http://aaidd.allenpress.com/pdfserv/10.1352%2F0047-6765(2005)43%3C48:APFAOM%3E2.0.CO%3B2
Gaventa, W. (2005). End of life, religion, disability, and health: Where all the paths converge. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 9 (2).

Gray, M. (2002). A spiritual key for autism. Faith at Home.


Link: http://www.faith-at-home.com/articles/autistic_mg.html

Description: This article is written by a mother of a child with autism about her child’s spiritual needs.

Hersh, E. & Hughes, R. (2005). The role of suffering and disability: Evidence from scripture. Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 9 (3), 85-92.


Description: This article has a focus on finding models in Old and New Testament scriptures for those who have disabilities and are experiencing suffering. Habakkuk, David, the apostle Paul, and Jesus are presented as models whose faith perspective carried them through suffering. Possibilities for application in today's world are presented, with one of the authors presenting his personal story. Individuals as well as those who work in a pastoral setting with people with disabilities may find this document to be a resource of hope.

Leidy, P. (2003). If I were God. Mouth, 13 (5), 24-25.

Link: http://www.mouthmag.com/issues/75/75_pp3.html
Melchionna, E. M. (2004). Redefining disability through Eucharist: That all must receive. Yale Divinity School; Yale Institute of Sacred Music. 


Link:


http://www.samford.edu/lillyhumanrights/papers/Melchionna_Redefining.pdf
Minton, C. & Dodder, R. (1993). Participation in religious services for people with developmental disabilities. Journal of the American Association on Mental Retardation, 41 (6), 430-439.  

Nabi, Gene. How to lead a special education ministry. Lifeway.com

Link:http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/article_main_page/0%2C1703%2CA%25253D161421%252526M%25253D201144%2C00.html?
NCC News (2007). NCC disability committee leads worship at Chicago seminary. Retrieved 9 January 8, 2008 from: 


Link: http://www.wfn.org/2007/09/msg00236.html
NOD. That all may worship: An interfaith welcome to people with disabilities. 


Link:  http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Feature.showFeature&FeatureID=99
Rose, A. (1997) Who causes the blind to see: Disability and quality of religious life. Disability and Society, 12 (3), 395-406.

Swinton, J. (2004). Restoring the image: Spirituality, faith, and cognitive disability. Journal of Religion and Health, 36 (1), 21-28.


Description: There is a great deal of theological confusion within the church as to the level of participation people with profound cognitive disabilities should be allowed within the orders of the church. For some, sacramental participation without intellectual comprehension is dishonoring to God, while for others, lack of cognitive ability precludes any kind of meaningful spiritual life. This paper sets out some of the various positions and argues that faith and spirituality are not intellectual concepts, but relational realities. It is only in and through our relationships that any of us can learn anything about the divine. A relational understanding of faith and spirituality as outlined here offers the church the freedom to avoid evaluating a person's spiritual life according to intellectual criteria and to begin to find new ways of preaching the Word to those who have no words.

Vanover, E. N. (2003). Ads for God. Mouth, 13 (5), 12-13. 

Link: http://www.mouthmag.com/issues/75/75_pp3.html
Weinberg, N. & Sebian, C. (1980). The Bible and disability. Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin, 23 (4), 273-281. 

Wolfe, K. (1993). The Bible and disabilities: from “healing” to “burning bush”. The Disability Rag, 9.
Books

Bishop, M. E. (1995). Religion and disability: Essays in scripture, theology, and ethics. Lanham, MD: Sheed & Ward. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Religion-Disability-Essays-Scripture-Theology/dp/1556127138/ref=sr_1_1/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194839837&sr=8-1
Breeding. M., Hood, D.K., & Whitworth, J.  Let all the children come to me: A practical guide for including children with disabilities in your church ministries. Cook Communications Ministries.


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Let-All-Children-Come-Disabilities/dp/0781444047/ref=pd_sim_b_img_3

Description: This book blends theory and research with practical ideas and strategies for teaching children with special needs and places it in a spiritual and Christ-centered context. Teachers and pastors will find inspiration and information, reminding them that God calls us to include all children, no matter the challenge. In addition, the book includes wonderfully practical elements with many ideas that can be easily integrated into any classroom. 

Carter, Erik. (2007). Including people with disabilities in faith communities: A guide for service providers, families, and congregations. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing. 
Link: http://www.amazon.com/Including-People-Disabilities-Faith-Communities/dp/1557667438/ref=pd_bbs_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1201101214&sr=8-1
Description: This is a practical guide on how to include people with disabilities in religious communities. It addresses how faith communities, service providers, and families can work together to support the full participation of individuals with disabilities in the faith community of their choice. 

Gaventa, W. & Coulter, D. L. (2001). Spirituality and intellectual disability: International perspectives on the effect of culture and religion on healing body, mind, and soul. New York: Haworth Pastoral Press.

Gaventa, W. C. & Abrams, J. Z. (2007). Jewish perspectives on theology and the human experience of disability. New York: Haworth Press. 

Govig, S. D. (1989). Strong at the broken places: persons with disabilities and the church. Westminster John Knox.

Link: http://www.amazon.com/Strong-Broken-Places-Persons-Disabilities/dp/0804211531/ref=sr_1_3/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194840130&sr=8-3

Description: When linked to biblical teachings, understanding disability offers congregations and society the pathway to hope and change. Stewart Govig, himself disabled, provides a practical resource that enables congregational communities to achieve a balance of realism and hope in responding to the needs of all of its members. He examines the attitudinal barriers thrust upon persons with disabilities and investigates the biblical resources for overcoming these barriers. He advocates an understanding of the Christian community that removes social stigma. 

Medina, K. (2006). Finding God in autism: A 40 day devotional for parents of autistic children. Mustang, OK: Tate Publishing. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Finding-God-Autism-Devotional-Autistic/dp/1598865633/ref=pd_sim_b_img_15

Description: This devotional book provides scriptures to restore hope, strengthen faith, and show you that God has a plan for your child's life. Scriptures to promise that God is listening to your every prayer, that He is watching the work and efforts being done on behalf of your children. 
Molsberry, R. F. (2004). Blindsided by grace: Entering the world of disability. Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress Publishers.


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Blindsided-Grace-Entering-World-Disability/dp/0806645725/ref=sr_1_7/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194840130&sr=8-7

Description: An active pastor, husband, father, and triathlete, Bob Molsberry was nearly killed in 1997 in a hit and run accident on a rural highway. After a long period of recovery and rehabilitation, he is a paraplegic who has remained active in family, ministry, and athletics. This book reflects on his experience of disability not as a medical condition in search of a cure, nor as a tragedy to be pitied, but as a cross-cultural adventure similar to learning to live in a foreign country. Molsberry also offers biblical and theological reflection that confronts the Bible's perspectives on disability--that it is a matter of heroic suffering or miraculous cure, and often interpreted as a consequence of sin.

Newman, B. J. (2006). Autism and your church. Grand Rapids, MI: Faith Alive Christian Resource & Friendship Ministries. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Autism-Your-Church-Barbara-Newman/dp/1592552730/ref=cm_lmf_img_4_rdssss0
Pierson, J., Tucker-Jones, L., & Verbal, P. (2003). Special needs, special ministry. Loveland, CO: Group Publishing. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Special-Needs-Ministry-Group-Publishing/dp/0764425471/ref=cm_lmf_tit_3_rdssss0

Description: This book is a practical, real-world guide to help you learn from the successes and failures of churches with special-needs programs; launch or further develop a special-needs ministry; and gain insight from experts in the field.

Rapada, A. (2007).The special needs ministry handbook: A church’s guide to including children with disabilities and their families. Booksurge Publishing. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1419665472/ref=pd_cp_b_1_img?pf_rd_p=317711001&pf_rd_s=center-41&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=1557667438&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=1DSH5P617BB79CX4GAAX

Description: This book is a resource for churches to learn how to start a special needs ministry, use inclusion models, involve volunteers and church leaders, choose and adapt a curriculum for students with special needs, involve students with special needs in the learning process, create a successful experience for students with special needs, meet the challenge of behavior in students with special needs, and stay connected with the special needs family. It includes 30+ weeks of conceptual lessons for students with special needs, and organizational forms for your special needs ministry. 
Smith, C. R. (2004) The physician examines the bible. Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publishing.


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Physician-Examines-Bible-Raimer-Smith/dp/1417949252/ref=sr_1_29/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194839391&sr=8-29

Description: The physician examines the Bible as to etiology, diagnosis and prognosis. Medical subjects in the Old and New Testaments and Apocrypha are presented and compared with present day practices. Dr. C. Raimer Smith, now a physician in general practice, was for several years a specialist in pathology and clinical laboratory science. 

Steere, C. (2005). Too wise too be mistaken, too good to be unkind: Christian parents contend with autism. Grace & Truth Books. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Too-Wise-Mistaken-Good-Unkind/dp/1930133030/ref=pd_sim_b_img_3
Stillman, W. (2006). Autism and the God connection. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks, Inc.


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Autism-God-Connection-William-Stillman/dp/1402206496/ref=pd_sim_b_img_2

Description: This book invokes a cosmic cornucopia of ghosts, spirits, angels, miracles and past lives to make the case that "the seemingly sudden and mysterious surge of children identified with autism ...is our Creator's purposeful plan to refocus us on the importance of reverence for all of humanity." Tales of telepathy, direct communication with animals, spirit interaction, mind reading and previous lives abound. This barrage of hokum distracts from the touching stories of connecting with autistic people, and though he writes gently, Stillman, who has Asperger's Syndrome, mixes unsettling and unbelievable stories with summaries of scientific research and clinical studies. 

Swinton, J. (2005). Critical reflections of Stanley Hauerwas' theology of disability: disabling society, enabling theology. Birminghamton, NY: Haworth Press.


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Critical-Reflections-Hauerwas-Theology-Disability/dp/0789027216/ref=sr_1_22/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194840512&sr=8-22

Description: Swinton outlines some central aspects of Hauerwas’ theology and ethics that relate to the papers in this volume. He clarifies the type of disability that Hauerwas addresses in these papers and draws out the social and political dimensions of Hauerwas’ critique. 

Tada, J. E. (1993). All God’s children: Ministry with disabled persons. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Gods-Children-Joni-Eareckson-Tada/dp/0310593816/ref=cm_lmf_img_5_rdssss0

Description: This is a handbook for pastors, elders, ministry leaders, and lay people who want to minister to people with disabilities. This edition is extensively revised, especially the chapters on hearing-impaired persons and on getting a disability ministry started. The resource lists have been expanded and brought up to date.
Webb-Mitchell, B. (1997). Dancing with disabilities: Opening the church to all God’s children. Cleveland, OH: United Church Publishing. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0829811524/ref=pd_cp_b_2_img?pf_rd_p=317711001&pf_rd_s=center-41&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=1557667438&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=1DSH5P617BB79CX4GAAX
Yong, A. (2007). Theology and down syndrome: reimagining disability in late modernity. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press. 


Link: http://www.amazon.com/Theology-Down-Syndrome-Reimagining-Disability/dp/1602580065/ref=sr_1_16/002-9019454-0531235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1194839117&sr=8-16

Description: This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the philosophical issues surrounding Down syndrome. It also draws on an account of the Holy Spirit, to help us better appreciate how focusing on disability makes us re-think fundamental theological categories- a careful and systematic theological analysis.
Multimedia

Trachtman, I. (Producer/Director). (2007). Praying with Lior [Motion picture]. United States: Ruby Pictures, Inc.


Link: http://www.prayingwithlior.com/


Description: Praying with Lior introduces Lior Liebling, also called "the little rebbe." Lior has Down syndrome, and has spent his entire life praying with utter abandon. Is he a "spiritual genius" as many around him say? Or simply the vessel that contains everyone’s unfulfilled wishes and expectations? While everyone agrees Lior is closer to God, he’s also a burden, a best friend, an inspiration, and an embarrassment, depending on which family member is speaking. As Lior approaches Bar Mitzvah, the Jewish coming-of-age ceremony, different characters provide a window into life spent "praying with Lior." 

Wisconsin Council on Developmental Disabilities. (2002). Believing, Belonging, Becoming [Motion picture]. 


Link: http://www.wcdd.org/publications2/pub_by_cats2.cfm?catid=2

Description: This 11-minute video highlights the stories of four people who have been meaningfully included in the life of their faith communities. See how faith communities have formed worship support circles, fostered one-to-one relationships, and committed resources to promote inclusion. Video includes brief discussion guide. This is a great resource to use with adult education classes, or to share with various committees looking for ways to promote more welcoming faith communities 

